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Session 9: Advancement (60 minutes)

Learning Objectives

By the end of this presentation, participants should be able to:

· Explain how Boy Scout advancement works.

· Develop activities that support Cub Scout advancement.

· Help troops plan a good summer camp experience.

· Explain concepts and philosophy of the first-year Scouting program

Training Aids and Equipment Required

· The Boy Scout Handbook, No. 33105

· The Scoutmaster Handbook, No. 33009

· National BSA Advancement Policies and Procedures, No. 33088

· Summer Camp Merit Badge Program Outlines, No. 18-150

· Boy Scout Requirements, No. 33215D

· Boy Scout Advancement video, AV-02V001

· Troop Program Features, Volumes I, II, and III; Nos. 33110, 33111, and 33112

· Boy Scout Camp Resident First-Time Camper Program, No. 33498

· VCR/TV

· Flip chart and markers

Materials for Distribution

· First Class Tracking Circular, No. Y34118A, for each participant

Methods and Overview

· Minilecture and discussion: A Show of Hands

· Video presentation, minilecture, and discussion: Understanding Advancement

A SHOW OF HANDS

Ask how many of those in the session are former Scouts.  How many have attained the First Class rank?  Are there any Eagle Scouts in the group?  Ask those who were in Scouting, especially those with rank advancement, to share some of the special things they remember.

Point out that even if a youth doesn’t attain Eagle Scout rank, he will always remember the fun times he had in Scouting.

One primary objective of this training session is to ensure that everyone understands that Scouting must be fun.  Troop programs properly planned and carried out will result in rank advancement by the troop members.

UNDERSTANDING ADVANCEMENT

Tell participants that they are about to see a video about Boy Scout advancement.  This video applies to summer camp as well as to the Scout’s troop and community.

Following each segment of the video, make a presentation that reinforces the material discussed in the video.

Things to Look For

Introduce the first part of the video, “Understanding Advancement,” by asking the participants to look for the following:

· Why the BSA has advancement.

· The role adults play in the advancement process.

· The four steps in rank advancement.

[Show the video.]

Be sure to emphasize that troop program results in Scout advancement.  Also note that parents can fill significant resource and support roles for their son’s troop.  Point out that advancement recognizes the Scout’s achievement and encourages him to continue his efforts.

Ask the group what role adults play in the advancement process.  List the responses as they are given.  Be sure they include:

· Merit badge counselors

· Scoutmaster

· Scouting skills instructor

· Board of review member

· Interested parent

Ask participants to name the four steps in rank advancement.  Seek responses from the group and list them on the chart.  Be sure they include:

· The Scout learns.

· The Scout is tested.

· The Scout is reviewed.

· The Scout is recognized.

Briefly discuss each of these points.  Explain that the first part of the video is designed to give the participants a broad view of the advancement program and that more time will be spent on each point later in the session.

THE ULTIMATE GOAL

Summarize this portion by pointing out that the ultimate goal is to have, by the end of their first year, a troop of net contributors, that is, Scouts who can take care of themselves and others in the outdoors.

Summer camp is the place where Scouts have opportunities to fulfill advancement requirements that cannot be done at home.  Camp is a wonderful opportunity for putting Scouting into practice.

CLOSING

Are there any questions?

[Answer any questions that may arise; also refer to the questions written in Session One.  If any questions are asked that will be addressed in latter sessions, add those to the question list.]
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