National Camping School

First Year Camper Program Director


Session 1: Introduction and Welcome (30 minutes)

WELCOME

Good afternoon.  Welcome to the 1st Year Camper Section of the Northeast Region’s National Camping School.  Before we get started, we would like you to introduce yourselves so that we can all get to know one another better. 

INTRODUCTIONS

Please tell us your name, the council that you are from, and three characteristics of First Year Campers.  We are also interested in knowing if you have any experience related to this topic and what the nature of your council’s first year camp program is, if you know.

I will start, and then we will go around the room in this fashion (right to left, front to back, clockwise, etc.)

[Write down the characteristics and save for the Role of the First Year Camper Program Director presentation.]

SCHEDULE

Walk the participants through the weekend schedule.  Be sure to point out that you will be covering the purpose of the first year camper program next.  Also, note that for each skill presentation, we will first teach the skill; after students have mastered the skill, we will teach the skill again, focusing on how to teach the skill to first year campers.  This will allow students to focus on the two different goals of these skill instruction sessions: learning the basic skill so that they can teach it, and learning how to teach the skill.
QUESTIONS/NEEDS/CONCERNS

Before we jump into a team building game and the rest of this section, are there any questions, needs, or concerns that you would like to share with us now? [Answer them if they are easily answered.  Otherwise, list them on a flip chart page and indicate that we will address them at the appropriate time this weekend and we will cross them off as we do.]

INTRODUCTORY TEAM BUILDING GAME [Toss-a-Name, the tennis ball game]

Equipment: Tennis Balls (4+)

1. Get everyone in the group in a circle

2. Have everyone hold out their hands, cupped, until they catch a ball.  When they catch the ball they are to, after tossing it to someone who is not directly next to them, put their hands behind their back so as not to confuse the people who have not thrown a ball yet

3. When you throw the ball, call out your name

4. Repeat this a few times

5. Then, have the group members call out the name of the person to whom they are throwing the ball

6. Do that a few times

7. Now, do it silently

8. Add a few more tennis balls into the fray

Then, see who can name all members of the group.
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