National Camping School

First Year Camper Program Director


Session 26: Nature (120 minutes)

Learning Objectives:

By the end of this session, each participant should:

· Be able to identify local poisonous plants and explain how to treat exposure to them.
· Be able to identify or show evidence of wild animals in the community.

· Be able to identify or show evidence of at least ten kinds of native plants.

· Be able to teach these skills to first year campers.

Materials for Distribution

· Index cards (4x6 preferably)
Rank Requirement References:

	Rank
	Req #
	Requirement

	Tenderfoot
	11
	Identify local poisonous plants; tell how to treat for exposure to them.

	Second Class
	5
	Identify or show evidence of at least ten kinds of wild animals (birds, mammals, reptiles, fish, mollusks) found in your community.

	First Class
	6
	Identify or show evidence of at least ten kinds of native plants found in your community.


Boy Scout Handbook Reference: pages 89-96, 131-136, 318
First Year Camper Program Guide Reference: pages 97-98, 103-105
INTRODUCTION

Because each camp has its own unique flora and fauna, it won’t be much use to show you the different plants and animals at this camp school facility.  But, nature education in our first year camper programs is very important, so we’re going to spend the next two hours discussing the nature requirements and going on a nature hike.
IMPORTANCE OF NATURE REQUIREMENTS

As one of the foremost outdoor education organizations in the U.S., nature education and nature exposure is one of the key areas of focus of our outdoor programs.  And yet, the First Class and Second Class nature requirements receive haphazard focus in our first year camper programs.  How many of the scouts who we sign off on these nature requirements can remember what 10 plants they identified and can identify them again?  Probably not many.  Simply taking the campers on a nature hike is not sufficient to meet this requirement, and doing so can send the message that we’re not really serious about nature education.  Remember—we should only teach a requirement if we’re going to teach it well.
Consider using the Ecology/Conservation staff to teach the nature requirements, but make sure they understand that it should not be a rote exercise.

NATURE HIKE

[Take the class on a nature hike.  Halfway through, pause at a clearing and distribute one index card to each student.  Ask them to choose a spot to sit and to sit there for about 5 minutes, listening for natural noises.  They should mark the location of the noise on their card (using the center of the card for their location).  Afterwards, discuss what they heard with them.]

[For the plant identification, consider using a dichotomous key.]
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