National Camping School

First Year Camper Program Director


Session 23: National Standards (35 minutes)
Learning Objectives
At the end of this session, each participant will be able to

· Summarize the national standards that are applicable to their sites and programs, and safety and sanitary procedures

· Explain the need to implement and maintain all these standards.

· Understand that these are minimal standards (not standards of perfection) and that they cannot be compromised.

Training Aids and Equipment Required

· Camp Health and Safety, No. 19-308

· Camp Program and Property Management, No. 20-920

· National Standards for Resident Camp Accreditation kit, No. 19-108 (current year)

· Flip chart and markers

Materials for Distribution

· National Camp Standards for Cub Scout/Boy Scout Resident Camps (current year)

Methods and Overview

· Minilecture: Introduction

· Discussion: Review of National Standards

INTRODUCTION
National Standards.  The annual camp inspection—that day when the camp director and program director do their best to appease the regional inspection team.  What does it have to do with you?  Quite a bit.  Though you may never see the inspection team, and while you may not provide input into the inspection binder, you, as an area director, still have a responsibility to implement these standards in your area, even though your camp director and program director might not mention it to you.
These national standards contain guidance on ensuring that your program area provides a safe program, so we’re going to review them and discuss them.

REVIEW OF NATIONAL STANDARDS
Lead a roundtable discussion to cover the following items from the national standards.  This presentation is keyed to the 2007 National Standards for Boy Scout Resident Camps.

M-3
This standard applies to any water source that might be present at an overnight site, if you do an overnighter.

M-6
Be familiar with your camp’s plans for handling major emergencies.  Many are applicable to the outdoor skills area.  How do they impact your operation”?

M-10
Do you have written plans for the training for all staff members?  Do you have plans to cross-train all staff members?

M-11
Ensure you are familiar with the camp’s fireguard plan if you plan on doing anything with fire (cooking, overnighter, Firm’n Chip)

16
Are you doing you part to support your camp’s conservation plan?  Do you have any input to this plan?

M-20
Make sure you are aware of any campers with limitations in your area.

M-21
Do you know where to review health forms if you have a need-to-know?

M-22
If you are performing activities that take your scouts into a remote area, what capability for medical evacuation is available?

M-24
Use the buddy system at every opportunity, so that it becomes a part of all camp life.

M-40
If you go on an overnighter and there are latrines present, they must be in good repair in order to be used.

M-51
Liquid fuel stoves must be used under adult supervision.  The adult must provide active supervision, though that can be split between different stoves.

54
Your program area must be clean, neat, and free of hazards.

60
Do you have a readily available inventory of your outdoor skills materials?  You are responsible for the maintenance of your material.  Do you need help with the technical points to make this happen?

61
Where do you go during inclement weather?  Is it convenient to your location?

M-64
Be sure that you have reviewed all these standards with staff members, though you probably will not be building structures of this size in the First Year Camper Program.

68
If you have a Leave No Trace trained staff member, take advantage of his knowledge in designing your program.

M-69
If your program does not cover all of the hiking, camping, and outdoor requirements of Tenderfoot through First Class, make sure that there are opportunities to do so outside of your program, be it with another area (e.g., Outdoor Skills) or in your area outside of your program time.  This standard does not dictate the content of your program—it simply requires that the opportunity to complete all of the outdoor requirements is available at camp.
M-74
Depending on how your program is organized, you could contribute to this.
CLOSING

Are there any questions?

[Answer any questions that may arise; also refer to the questions written in Session One.  If any questions are asked that will be addressed in latter sessions, add those to the question list.]
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